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<SPAN class=font1 style=" line-height:17.3pt;">und ihm in Briefform ztikommen zu iassen, damit er seine Brtider,<BR>den Lord Rothschild sowie Leopold, von ihrer irrigen Auffassung<BR>iiber die Lage im fern-en Osten abbringen tonne,</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font1 style=" line-height:17.3pt;">Hier der Wortlaut meimes Briefes an Alfred Rothschild, in<BR>welchem alle Einzelheiten meiner Ausisprache mit dem japanischen<BR>Gesandten enthalten siind. Erwahnen moehte ich nur noch, da8<BR>Graf Hayashi mir die ausdriickliche Erlaubnis erteilt hatte, den<BR>Rothschilds im strengsten Vertra^en Mitteilttng von seuien Aiifk-<BR>rungen zu machen.</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font1>Strictly confidential</SPAN><SPAN class=font0>                                  </SPAN><SPAN class=font1>24<SUP>th</SUP> Dec,   1003</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font1 style=" line-height:17.2pt;">Yesterday I had a long* conversation with the Japanese;<BR>Minister Viscount Hayashi. The Minister said that in his<BR>opinion the situation in the Far East was extremely grave, a IK!<BR>that he did not think a peaceful solution possible. Japanese<BR>Statesmen had known for years that sooner or later a rapture<BR>would become inevitable, and had been preparing<SUP>1</SUP> therefore.<BR>Russian Policy had now overreached herself, and he did not<BR>think that it was possible for Russia after spending such an<BR>lejiormouis amount of money over her far Eastern Policy to<BR>withdraw. Russia was anxious to acquire Naval Basis between<BR>Port Arthur and .Vladivostok owing to the great distance bet- <BR>ween these places. The only harbours suitable for Naval Basis<BR>were Mokpho -and Mas'ampho on the Coast of Korea, Without<BR>these stations in her hand Russia would never be able to cirry<BR>oiut her great aims in the Far East, For the moment she had<BR>apparently given up the intention of acquiring these two<BR>stations, but Japan knew that as soon as Russia was strong<BR>enough on sea and on land she would at once push her claim</SPAN><BR>
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